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LD-32-03 

A Legislative Directive Supporting Student Voices 

in Democracy Through Alternative Voting Methods 

 

Under Consideration – 2025-2026 Academic Year 

A.S.U.W.               Winter Quarter 2026          32nd Session 

Sponsored by Spencer Grubbs  

Referred to Committee on Off-Campus Affairs. 

 Read on the floor XX/XX/XXXX. 
 

BILL SUMMARY: House Bill 2210 will establish a framework 

allowing localities throughout the state to adopt alternative 

voting methods for their elections. This reform seeks to 

mitigate the various problems that current voting systems have   

and strengthen democracy, allowing Washington to become an 

example for other states to follow.

WHEREAS ASUW elections use a method of Ranked Choice Voting 1 
(RCV), called Instant Runoff Voting (IRV), where the winner is 2 
selected by redistributing the votes of the lowest-performing 3 
candidates to voters’ next preferences; this process is repeated 4 
until a candidate emerges with a majority of the votes [1]; and 5 

WHEREAS voters passed Proposition No. 1B in 2022, voting to 6 
bring RCV to Seattle primaries in 2027, where voters will rank 7 
candidates, and the top two candidates after redistribution will 8 
move to the general election [2]; and  9 

WHEREAS students express frustration with the current two-party 10 
system and RCV seeks to expand access to democracy by offering 11 
the chance for a larger field of viable candidates [3]; and  12 

WHEREAS HB 2210 seeks to establish a framework that allows 13 
localities within Washington to adopt alternative methods of 14 
voting, including RCV [4]; and 15 

WHEREAS RCV increases voter turnout by engaging voters who are 16 
demobilized under the current system, especially by reducing 17 
polarization and expanding the candidate pool [5]; and 18 
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WHEREAS young adults are the least civically engaged age 19 
demographic, and would therefore benefit the most from electoral 20 
reform that mobilizes voters [6]; and 21 

WHEREAS University of Washington students vote at higher rates 22 
than other institutions, indicating interest in civic 23 
participation [7]; 24 

THEREFORE, BE IT DIRECTED BY THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE 25 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON:  26 

THAT ASUW Legislative Director Brandon Elliott be authorized to 27 
lobby on behalf of House Bill 2210 during his time in Olympia, 28 
including testifying on it; and 29 

THAT ASUW supports future attempts to strengthen democracy via 30 
electoral reform at the local and state levels, especially 31 
measures that increase voting accessibility and fairness; and  32 

THAT this Legislative Directive be forwarded to Director of 33 
Legislative Affairs Brandon Elliott upon passage.34 
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